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MT WORTHY FRIENDS, 


Yz have lately been addrefled by one who 
aſſumes the double title of Secretary to the 
American Congreſs and Author of Common 

Senſe. For a foreign emiſſary to think him- 

* ſelf capable of inſtructing Britons in the prin- 
ciples of liberty and government is ſomething 
extraordinary, and the very pretenſion itſelf 
ſeems contradictory to common fenſe. A na- 
tion long verſed in the ſtudy, and exerciſed 
in the practical improvements of its conſti 
B * . tution, 


* 
* 


De 
tution, and deſervadly eſteemed by the uni- 
verſe to be the completeſt model of civil 
ſociety, will bardly look up for information 
to a demi-favage intruder, the ſervant of a 
mongrel aſſociation. The American ſets 
out with ſuch a ſhameleſs defiance of con- 
ſiſtency as is enough to make one ſtare, for 
he blames Mr. Burke for an unprovoked / 
% attack on the National Aſſembly of France 

that cannot be pardoned on the ſcore 
« of manners; yet pays ſo little regard 
to ſuch manners himſelf, as to attack with 
ſeurrilous abuſe every part of the conſtitu- 
tion of this country, and to intermeddle with 
the opinions and behaviour cven of particular 
Fr in their 3 . 8 


Rikculbally" andes won be the pen 
that preſumed: to aſſiſt Mr. Burke in the 
completion of his literary labour. His ad- 
verſaries fall - before him. ' Poor Dr. Price 
Cm abc 


gave 


e 
dure bp the gboll. Cithitins Niseswhg 
made a ferble ejulation and expired; yet on 
a former occaſion ſhe was no contemptible 
opponent of Edmund. He was then im- 
merſed in partial politics, and ſpoke flighting« 
ly of morality; a maturer underſtanding has 
given him ſounder principles, and à fifer 
foundation. Mr. Burke's American ere 
is ſtill ſuppoſed to be above ground; but 
is not likely that Mr. Burke will think 4 
worth his while to take the leaſt notice of 
his patnphlet: though, to fly the truth, it 
muſt be owned that the American brings 4 
very heavy charge againſt Him, in direct and 
poſitive terms; for he charges him with 
having lived in habits of intimacy and cot⸗ 
reſpondence with ſo low a perſon as him- - 


| Whoever has had the patience to peruſs 
this American's pamphlet, muſt be convine- 
ed that it exhibits the moſt ſhallow com- 
| B 2 prehenſion 


. 

prchenſion in its writer; that it conſiſts of 
crude and indigeſted ſentences, which are by 
no means applicable to Mr. Burke's aſſertions; 
and that, as far as it is intended for a mere 
anſwer to Mr. Burke, it requires no reply. 
That this is a fair ſtate of the caſe one in- 
ſtance will be ſufficient to ſhew. Mr. Burke 
calls the declaration of the National Aſſembly 
e paltry and blurred ſheets of paper about the 

„ Rights of Man;” which is no more than 
calling it what the compilation certainly is, 
a very inſufficient and deſpicable performance; 
yet the impenetrable dulneſs of Paine cannot 
comprehend Mr. Burke's meaning, and raiſes 
a- ſhadow to fight about, firſt by ſuppoſing 
Mr. Burke 70 deny that man has any 
rights next by ſuppoſing him to admit it, 
that he may tell us himſelf * what are thoſe 
„ rights, and how man came by them origi- 
«+ nally.” This then in no degree concerns 
Mr. Burke's book, nor can the ſubject, as | 
treated by Paine, concern any body: it is 

ien = U impoſſ yo 


(4.53 
impoſſible to give an abſtract of it; let any 
reader make ſenſe of it if he can. One thing 
indeed Paine has plainly ſhe wn, viz. that there 
is in the world a more paltry blurrer of ſheets 
than the Penman of the National Aﬀembly ; 
he writes ſuch grammar as „ Hume, fled,” 
uſes ſuch words as priority,” fuch phraſes | 
as * very unacquainted,” and ſuch expreſ- 
Bons a8 its eee 77 ae e lat. 
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Ik xl. Burke then tel not expected to make 
any animadverſions on 'Paine's publication, 
it may not be totally needleſs; | my good 
friends, for us to take it a little into conſider- 
ation among ourſelves; for this Paine makes 
very free with us, and denies the ine 
* Engliſh conſtitution. 


eee 
pen doubt if ſuch a thing exiſts as light. 


| \ * » 4 : 4 © , * 
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If there is no Engliſh conſtitution, how 
came Monteſquieu and De Lolme to write ſo 
much about it? How came Monteſquieu to 
ridicule our Harrington, for framing a worſe 
from bis own, head, with this very conſtitu · 
tion ready framed before his eyes? Has Paine 
never read Blackſtone ? Has he no acquaint- 
ance with the Freehalder's Political Catechiſm 
by. Arbuthnot ? Nothing. can more ſtrongly 
afſert the natural liberty of man than this laſt 
mentioned treatiſe, yet Arbuthnot is ſo far 
from thinking natural liberty violated in the 
Brizih conſtitution, that he carneſtly exharts 
us to ſecure the preſervation of the one by 
upholding the other and, to oppoſe with 
*« all the powers of body and mind ſuch ag 
are enemies of our gaad confliturion, togey 
«« ther with all their ſecret and open abet - 
66 tors. 


He detives this bleſſing to us from e the 
e wiſdom and valour of our anceſtors, free · 
| * holders 


TDi | 
bade of this realm; he gives its due 
weight and authority to each ſeparate branch 


of the legiſlature, and makes no quibble about 
the-ualidity of an Houſe of Commous from 
any accidental diſproportion in the number 
and qualification of its electors; he very pro- 
perly reprobates all ſuch idle and dangerous. 
ment is to be oppoſed to that of the public, 
** thers can be no peace in that focjety. 


Such, worthy countrymen, were the ſenti- 
ments of an honeſt Briton, and one of the ableſt 
writers of the laft half century; but, befides 
theſe authorities, we have a more infallihle 
teſt to refer to in our own experience. There 


is a proverb, peculiar to our nation, the 
6x Proof of of the pudding is in the eating ;” if 
we really enjoy the comforts of civilization 
under o our preſent political eſtabliſhment, ſhall' 
we idly look for them in the reveries of 
maniacs? an the Ty declaration of 


ans 17 "0 22 | © "rights 
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rights of man been drawn up clearly, com- 
prehenſively, and coherently, ſtill its tried 
practicability alone could recommend it for 
adoption. Theſe political reformers ſeem 
to be in the ſame error with natural philo - 
ſophers of old; in thoſe times men, wiſe in 
their own conceit, framed from their own 
train of reaſoning certain principles and 
maxims, by which the operations of nature 
were ſuppoſed to be neceſſarily directed. 


11 TS d a: 
Nature was neyer kd till men proyed 
her ways by experiment, and traced her thence 
to her principles; ſimilar to the track of theſe | 
erroneous naturaliſts js that of the modern 
philoſophers of France: but the moderns, i in 
one reſpect, are infinitely more blameable 
than the falſe philoſophers of old, for the 
moderns had precedents to guide them, which 
their, indolence prevented them from examin- 
ipg. It is the characteriſtic of F renchmen 


ta 


(1) 
to be flighty, to deckne Beil reſearciins;! * 


to be run away with by their own groundleſs 
imaginations. I am leading you aſtray; we 
have no concern with the French themſelves; 
we have only to talk over this American in- 
terloper, who wants to cram French en 
down Engliſh throats, | 
1 


The greateſt difficulty bo. me is to find 
any paſſages i in Paine” s book deſerving ani- 
madverſion. Some degree of literary taſte is 
almoſt univerſal in Britain l mean with 
thoſe that can read ; and, who would write 
to thoſe that cannot? Our readers require 
ſome meaſure to be kept with their on 
ſtate of improvement. Execrable puns, nd 
impotent fallies of vulgar farcaſm, ſmell fa 
ſtrongly of the kennel, that their mere nol- 
ſomneſs is offenſive ; ſuch parts of the book. 
then are of courſe beneath our, notice, and 


the ſtories, that would diſgrace, A jeſt-book, * 

are of the ſame ſtamp. Other . paſſages. are 
improper ſubjets of open 23 becauſe | 
they 


( 14, * 
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they ſeem puniſhable by the laws of the land. 
— The forbearance hitherto adopted with re- 
gard to. theſe gives the lie direct to every 
infinuation of Paine's which, would charge a 
vindictive ſpirit on eſtabliſhed governments; 
and it is no unuſual thing for malefactors 

to be blaſphemers of juſtice. So mean a pub- 

lication was abandoned to the neglect that it 
merited; but from this fate a faction reſcued 

it and propagated its ſale, and a conſpiracy 

was formed to diſtribute whole impreſſions 

gratis. By theſe means the patroniſers of ö 
the book unwittingly performed the buſineſs 
of magiſtrates, for ſuch writings need but be 
diſperſed in order to be deſpiſed. When 
John the Painter came with real combuf. 
tibles, it was neceſſary to pyt a ſtop to bis 
career; his ſucceſſor of the pen has vo com. 
| buflibles belonging to him; | bis ignorance, 
dutneſs, and apparent malice, keep bim 
barmlefs to all-—bat his friends. No ſooner 
were * inflammatory ſheets peruſed than 

| they 
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they excited a whole country's indignatiog 
againſt the principles of their author; and 
we may fafely join in the zoaf, applauded 
by the.rabble within-doors at the Crown and 
Anchor, Thanks to Mr. Burke for the dif: 
** cuſſion he has occaſioned 4 diſcuſs 
ſion as ſerviceable to his cauſe ag was Rig 
own elegant performance.—But Paine's book 
contains diſſertations on the ace and forme 
ation of e As 2 


— 


80 it 1 . 4 "theſe are bot Rk tho 
conſideration of any man, not when, the 
compoſition of them 1s clear and. rational; 
which is by no means the caſe in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, The writer does not know 
how to put an argument together; what he 
ſuppoſes arguments, are ſtrings of uncon- 
neQed afſertions: there is no regular train of 
ideas belonging to them, and even | theſe 
parts are ſmeared too with the produce of 

the kennel, The pamphlet, for theſe rea-, 


A 


(6 16 ) 


fons, is entitled at moſt to a few curſory re- 


— 


nie 


In what the writer "calls miſcellaticous | 
chapter, after talking of a mob of ideas tum- 
Bling over and deflroying one another, and then 
vufing ſuch an elegant phraſe as ſwabbed the 
Ack, he makes a very awkward attempt at 
miſinterpreting Mr. Burke. His principal 


aim in doing ſo is to bring on an altercation 


about the word contempt ; but his reaſoning - 
is of that kind which muſt ineyitably defeat 
itfelf in the immediate apprehenſion of . 
feader; for he erects the club called the 
Revolution Society into the ſame conſe- 
quence with the nation Here one cannot 
help remarking the great conſiſtency of this 
club, or rather of the remnant of it: they 


depreciate the Houſe of Commons for not 8 8 
actually elected by the whole body of the 
people; and yet this ſelf. elected club uſurps the 
bene of a repreſentative of the kingdom 
for 


for foreign correſpondence : and there age 
members of the National Aſſembly who, on 
ſuch authority, ſpeak of the Britiſh nation 
as favourable to their ſchemes, Being afked 
on the fourteenth of July if I ſhould dine at 
the Crown and Anchor with the Revolu- 
tioniſts, I anſwered with a nen 
Churchill s Conference: 


Shall I be one amongſt the many Enown, 

Whom Stanhope fled and Brinſley bluſh'd to own? 
Mr. Horne Tooke too was abſent, and the 
company had nobody to harangue them but 
a Frenchman from Britanny, in broken Eng- 
liſh, The meeting chiefly conſiſted of diſ- 
ſenting tradeſmen, and their puritanical 
teachers; and they found one gentleman to 
put in the chair. Luckily this gentle» 
man's name coincided with that of the 
ſpeaker of Praiſe-god. Barehone' s parliament. 
He is a reſpectable literary character, and 


_ ws ſuppoſed author of an Ungrgions pamphlet 
written 


8 


( is ) 
_ Written tnany years ago, on Mr. Wilkes's 
- expulſion... There was a fingular cireum- 
Nance attending this faid publication: the 


writer was generally underſtood to have 
taken one ſide of the queſtion, when in re- 


ality he had taken the other; fo that he 
thought it expedient to add a pofcript to his 
pamphlet, that he might ſet the public right 
as to which ſide he was of. 


From Paine's Dedication to Preſident Waſh- 
ington we might be led to ſuppoſe him 
commiſſioned to write by his maſters, If the 
| United States of America pitched upon ſuch 
a penman to encourage commotion here, at 
what a very low ebb muſt be the literary 
_ taletits of that region? The employment 
may be only a pretence for keeping him at 
a diſtance: Waſhington has the character of 
a gentleman, and is thetefore not unlikely to 
be ſick of the pragmatical impertinence of 


| this Congreſs Secretary. What an inſuffer- 
93-437 
8 able 


©Sd 


able companion muſt ſuch a man be, who 
was vaiti enough to promiſe the French (as 


he ſays in his preface) that 3# would anſwer 


Mr. Burke? and who ſets 37mfelf up for 


umpire over Mr. Pitt's and Mr. Fox's bpi- + 
nions? An unlettered and uncivihzed ſcrib- 


bler would degrade princes to hrs will, and teach 
ſenators wiſdom. His life, it ſeems, is pub- 


liſhed already : this is rather out of courſe. Tn 


our country the , character, and behaviour, 
of ſuch a perſon ſeldom” appears till after his 


We will come now to what. Paine calls 
his concluſion: Take the firſt ſentence of * 
as a ſpecimen : ** Reaſon andi ignorance, the E 
« poſites of each other, influence the great bulk 
© of mankind :” a very edifying piece of in- 
formation, ! This, my worthy friends, is the 
beginning of a diſſertation on governments, 
and, I do affure you, juſt as ſenſible a any 

thing you will find through the whole of 


, | 


Ne 


| When heaps of words are ſo confuſedly 
ung together; that no concluſion reſults 
5 them, need we ſtop to cotifiger them? 


| All to be made out is, that Paine diſapproves 


of a mixed government, and he gives a moſt 
unanſwerable reaſon for it: he has heard it 
£ Judicroufly ſtyled, a government of this, 
4 that, and Forber: this, that, and' Fother, a 
make a threefold cord; and. great indeed 
muſt be che power that ſhall be able to un- 


twiſt it. The fing/e cords of each. ſort bave 


been perpetually wearing away; it is this 


1 one alone that can endure. 


1 3 canclade theſe curſory obiervations 
on as much of this ſingular pamphlet as 
ſeems to call for the conſideration of Britons, 
The pamphlet has certainly produced effects; 
it has got its author hifſed out of the king- 
dom ; it has drove Dr. Prieſtley from his 


bluouſe, and occaſioned much devaſtation in 
Birmingham and its neighbourhood. Dr. 


Prieſtley's 


popular. Paine would comfort bim by. a difh 
ferent ſtate of the matter, and ſay, that **ay 
ie this embarraſed affair the i- of the whole 
. war what nobody Had is wits! la tht 
renounces all thoſe: paſſages in Paine's book 
which revile the monarchical and ariſtberatical 
* ſuch an improvement f er ben cg ee 
tion as all ſober citizens of every penſugſes 
4. have long wiſhed far.” Saber citiziens have 
never wiſhed for an anvibilation af kingly 


power, or of houſe! of peers 3 and theres 


avowed this diſpprobation | of the dak 
then vo countenative was given to Paing 
* mmm 

h Cc people 
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8129 J friends, 


"Bp aw 
could put it in his head to expect the 


- ſt ſucceſs from ſo virulent a publication ?: 


ſs bir charact er as low in the rational as in 
te Herury world? Is the man who lays 


F. pecutiar clajm to common- ſenſe but a vapour- 
ing idiot at beſt? Rather let us ſay, he was 


probably miſled by ſomebody, probably by 
the degs of the diſſenters: theſe moles of 
the community are not more remarkable for 
their dirty workings than for their blind- 


kingdom that were unable to diſcern their 
own unpopularity. On this ſuppoſition the 
eonduct of Paine ſeems leſs unaccountable. 
His neglecting to profit by the hiſtory of 
former times, and by the works of former 
writers, is not at all to be wondered at, 
fince he muſt have been totally unacquainted 
with either. He has juſt ſenſe enough ta 
feel his own inſufficiency in this reſpect, and 
impudence enough to ſuppoſe the objection 
removed by the plea of his regeneration; My 


" 


23 Y p 


friends, would you know what he means by 


regeneration ?—it is a total renunciation of. 


human experience; a reduction of language, 
manners, and mankind to primitive barbariſm. 
Fanatics of the laſt century thought they 


were gifted, and the levelling zealots of the 
preſent age fancy themſelves enlightened ; but 


may the cuſtoms and manners of our native 


country ever preſerve us from the luminous 


revolutions of America and France ! May we 
ſtrengthen our peaceful eſtabliſhment by 
continuing to revere and imitate ** the ui 
4. dom and valour of our anceſtors, Ry 
* of this realm! 


O pray for the peace of Great Britain ” 


Hall proſper that love thee. 


Peace be within thy walls ; and — 
within thy palaces. 


For my brethren and companions ſakes, I will 
wiſh thee 1 96 


THE END. 


—_ 
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